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A GARD. 


Tue Editor of the Observer, presents his compliments to the Mana. 

ger, and begs to suggest (as this is the age of improvement) that in 
conformity with the system adopted which adds to the Treasury by ad- 
mitting refreshments to be sold in Gallery, Pit and Upper Boxes, 
; that an extension of the privilege to the Dress’Circle, after the man- 
ner of the Café de'la Paix, in the Palais Royal, would be the quint- 
essence of politeness ; a Sandwich Tray, bearing all the good things 
of this life, including Segars, &c. would make the thing quite uniform. 
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Wednesday Night's Performance, the Petite Comedy of 


WHITE LIES | 
The Dunkeeper of Abbebille, and the Peasant Gop. 


Tuat deserving actress, Miss Williams, took her Benefit this 
evening ; and although we trembled for her success, in not find- 
ing more than Sixteen Pounds in the house, at first price, yet, on 
winding up the account, we understand there was rather better 
than Forty Pounds admitted. When this lady takes into consi- 
deration the depressed state of the times, and her want of success 
on previous occasions, she will feel satisfied that whatever trifle 
she may have gained, is a token of general public approbation, 
and as a reward of merit. 

The Petite Comedy of White Lies, originally acted in London, 
as an after-piece, is a light witty production, of the modern.age, 
and was extremely well acted; Miss Williams as Constantia, ve~ 
tified our opinion, that in sentimental comedy, she possesses qua- 
lifications of no inferior order; to give a critique minutely on the 
performance of pieces of this description, would neither be in- 
structive or amusing to our readers ; suffice it, that it met a most 


‘favourable reception, and put the audience in great good humour. 


Miss Phillips sang ‘ Sweetly o'er‘ my Senses Stealing,” with 

great melody, with considerable animation, and increased power 

of voice: we have.a faint hope, that our castigation in No, 22, hag 
Y 
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not been inflicted in vain ; it is always painful to our feelings to 
say any thing severe of the Ladies, we would rather be their slaves 
for life, than tyrannize over them for a single hour—but our «luty 
must be performed fearlessly and impartially —The occasion of 
this Benefit introduced to our notice as a songstress and actress, 
Miss Clara Williams, who throughout the evening, afforded much 
gratification, particularly as Marinetta in the Peasant Boy. We 
must not omit to notice Mr and Mrs D. Smith, who sang the cele- 
brated Duet of “ Buy a Broom,” in character, not strictly so how- 
ever, but no matter, take it. altogether it was very passable, and 
added greatly to the entertainment of the Evening. The Melo- 
Drama of the Innkeeper of Abbeville, is a heavy piece, until 
nearly its close. Miss Williams as Louisa, was eminently supe- 
rior to any thing of the kind we ever witnessed; the other charac 
ters were also ably supported. 





AGHPULOWUISIS. 
HSE Ee 


Then Batts too, he's a candidate 
For genius and renown, 

Whose hands come thump upon his pate, 
Enough to knock him down. 


With double fist see G. Smitu rise, 
And arms as raised for pray’r— 
Oh look, ye gods ! do mark his eyes, 

Sees’t thou no fire there ? 


Solemn and snatchy is his game, 

Then Presto! up his hand goes: 

Oh, bind his brow with.wreaths of fame, 
And dud him “ Whiskerandoes.” 


Hail Witkinson supreme! O thou 

'_ Who stand like Hamlet’s ghost ! 

To all thy latent good—we bow, 
Thou art thyself an host. 


To be continued. JoKEBY 








PORTRAITURE OF THE DRAMA, No. 8. 
MR. HARRISON. 


Mr. Epiror, allow me to offer a few observations upon a 








member of the Norwich Company, who, though he holds no pro- 
minent situation, is not the less entitled to public patronage and 
support—I mean Mr. Harrison, who in the share of business al- 
lotied to him, will frequently amuse, and never offend—is always 
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perfect—and in the choral department, an able auxiliary. The 
Stage may be compared to a piece of mechanism; it requires 
springs and minor movements to keep the whole in motion, and 
the smallest pivot upon which the plot works, is for the time be- 
ing, of as much consequence as the mainspring of the piece: this 
isa thing, and an important one, which the public are too apt to 
forget. The patrons of the Drama, imagine if they eapport the 
benefits of the leading members of the Theatre, they ischar 
every claim upon their bounty—it is an erroneous idea: wou d 
they consider how useless a Richard would be without the minor 
characters of the piece, they would soon be converts to my doc- 
trine. I ought, perhaps, to apolo ise for intruding my unpolished 
observations upon your notice, but I am the friend of Mr. Har- 
rison in private life, and his admirer in public life, and if a warm 
desire of pleasing the public, and that politeness of manner, which 
in private, is the characteristic of a gentleman, deserve the support 
of a Norwich audience, I doubt not but Mr. Harrison will expe- 
rience on the evening of his benefit, their warmest support. 


OMEGA, 





To Quiz and Rivers two would-be Critics. 





’Tis frequently said, 
. That two of a trade 
Will freely each other bespatter ; 
Believe me you are fools, 
Thus to play with edge tools, 
So let’s have no more of the matter, 


OMEGA. 





Thursday Night's Performance, 
MR. BEACHAM’S BENEFIT. 


This Veteran Actor took his benefit this evening, and from the 
state of the receipts of the house, must have proved to this gen- 
tleman ihat he has not lost anatom of that respect and favor 
which his great merit in public life, and his private character 
have so strictly earned him. The pieces presented were the Sur- 
render of Calais, by Colman ; Matrimony, with the Farce of 
High Life Below Stairs—We are sorry we could not approve of 
the selection, as neither of the three did not afford us an oppor- 
tunity to witnesss Mr. Beacham in those characters in which he 
stands pre-eminent and unrivalled What can exceed his per- 
formance as Baptiste, in Raymond and Agnes, and Sir Simon 
Rochdale, in John Bull? These are the parts he should have 
favoured us with, and they indeed would have been a truly entel- 
lectual treat, instead of that stupid production, the Surrender of 
Calais, the hacknied Interlude of Malricnony, and the worn-out, 


‘ although’ good farce, of High Life Below Stairs. Criticism is 


out of the question in any one of them ; the pen would indeed be 
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very ill em loyed, were it to extend itself beyond general remarks, 
We consider conduct of the Mantes frost fagultin) and con- 
temptuous towards the audience, in allowing Mrs. Brudenell to 
appear as Clara in Matrimony, in lieu of Mrs. Hannam, without 
explaining the reason why the latter lady was absent ; illness or 
any excuse f hermey on reason, would have been accepted by a ge- 
nerous audience ; but this is. not the first time such conduct has 
been practised with impunity ; if the public are not alive to their 
own interests, and are so debased as to suffer neglect without 
complaint, all that we can say, is—they really deserve 21. 

supineness of the people ts never unobserved by those who 
desire to abridge their privileges, and they often become slav-s 
without feeling their own degradation, unitl all noblenesss of soul 
and independence of principle is for ever lost. 





On Saturday, May 12th. 1827, will be presented the popular Drama 
OF THE 


EXILE; 
Or, the Deseris of Siberia. 


Ulrick, Mr. Smith—Daran, Mr. Arlan 
Governor, Mr. Beacham—Servitz, Mr. Sherwin 
Calmar, Mr. Williamson———Altradoff, Mr. Baker 
Welzein, Mr. G. Smith—Rimski Mr. Wilkinson 
Yermak, Mr Harrison—-Townsmen, Mr. D. Smith, &c. 
The Empress, Mrs. Balls—Catherine, Miss Phillips 
Sedona, Mrs. Hamerton Villager, Mrs. D. Smith 
Alexina, Mrs. Hannam. 





After which the Comic Interlude of the 


SULTAN; 


OR, THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY. 
The Sultan, Mr. Arlan—Osmyn, Mr. Sherwin 
Grand Carver, Mr. Stacy. 

Roxalana, Mrs. Hannam—Elmira, Mrs. D. Smith 


Ismene, Miss Watkinson. 








The whole to conclude with the Melo Drama of the 


WATCH WORD; 


Or, QUITO GATE. 


To Correspondents.—Our warmest thanks are due to Jokeby, we wish him to con- 
tinue his pursuit.—Our Omega Friend is always acceptable, we are greatly in- 
debted to him, and promise him ‘two copies of our work when complete, as a 

mark of our esteem.—thank God we are withont nnpaid Letters this week ! 


wy Printed by P. Cranefield, Be thet. -treet, Norwich. 




















